Boy, aged 5 years. First seen on January 4, complaining of vague l)ain and constipation, and admitted January 6.
History.-Present abdominal enlargement noticed tlhree weeks previous to admission and associated with constiplation, bowels acting two or three times a week with occasional abdominal pain. There was no nausea or vomiting, but some loss of appetite. Two months l)reviously there was a similar attack, which was treated at home. The child is said to have always had a large stomach. R. AND N., twins, aged 9 years. History.-One of the twins, N., was brought to Maida Vale Hospital for Nervous Diseases because he had been stuttering for several years. He was stated to be a nervous, excitable child and left-handed, except for writing, although no relatives had been left-handed. R., the other twin, was stated to be healthy. Family History.-The father contracted syphilis twenty years ago, and later both parents lhad secondary manifestations.
Examination.-The disparity in growth between the twins is considerable. N., the smaller one, stutters and is left-handed, but shows no physical signs pointing to syphilis of the nervous or any other system. The Wassermann reaction is negative in the blood.
R. is taller than N., and beyond slight inequality of the pupils (right greater than left), has no other signs of disease of the nervous systeni. The Wassermann reaction in the blood is of the diffuse, weakly positive type associated with congenital syphilis. Mentally the twins are well up to their standard at school.
The father's pupils react briskly and the knee-jerks are active. I. A., aged 10 years, schoolgirl, suffered from headache for two months previous to December, 1926. Examination.-Physical examination reveals no defects in any part. The discs, pupillary reactions and tendon reflexes are all normal. Her intelligence is unimnpaired. The child is the average height for her age (52 in.).
